
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• An ancient vessel form used as a storage jar a 

• A two-handled pot with a neck narrower than the body.  

• There are two types of amphora: the neck amphora, in which 

the neck meets the body at a sharp angle;  

• The one-piece amphora, in which the neck meets the body at 

a sharp angle;  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What is an amphora used for? 
Amphora was one of the most 
common forms in Greek pottery, 
various shapes, always with two 
vertical neck-handles and used 
for storing and transporting oil, 
wine and foodstuffs such as olives. 

 

Why are Amphora pointed on the 
bottom? 
Neck amphorae were commonly 
used in the early history of ancient 
Greece.  
Most were produced with 
a pointed base to allow upright 
storage by embedding in soft 
ground, such as sand. 

 

What is an amphora vase? 
It is used as a storage jar and one of 
the main shapes in Greek pottery. 
It is a two-handled pot with a neck 
narrower than the body. 

 

In Ancient 

Greece and Ancient 

Rome, amphoras w

ere used to 

transport liquids 

or grain. Amphores 

had two handles, 

used for carrying. 

Amphores existed in 

different sizes, 

between 5 litres and 

50 litres. They were 

made of clay, 

or metal. 

Only men were allowed to make pots 

in Ancient Greece, although women 

were allowed to decorate them. 

The first pottery was decorated with 

lots of geometric patterns. 

The Red Figure technique was used to 

paint them. They were hardened in a 

kiln which turned the vase different 

colours. 
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