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On-going phonic / word knowledge assessment 

Assess children’s phonic knowledge, blending ability and knowledge of tricky word.  Put all the 
information onto the spreadsheet and track the children’s progress. 
 
 
 

Name of child ______________________________ DOB_________________ 

Assessment 

A: Oral sound-blending 

B: Speed Sounds         known 
 Sets 1—5    
         

C: Oral sound-blending VC/CVC 
    CVC 
    CVCC 

D:   Read tricky words 

E:          Speed Sounds        known 
 Set 6 & 7  
 + graphemes      

F:          Oral sound-blending   real 
 for reading   
       nonsense 

G:         Read tricky words 

H:  Spell tricky words 

I:           blend and read words      real 
 containing adjacent  
 Consonants     nonsense 

J: Read tricky words 

K:  Spell tricky words 

TOTAL 

Total Score Score 
& Date 

Score 
& Date 

Score 
& Date 

Score 
& Date 

20     

23 
 
 

    

10 
10 
10 

    

5     

29     

15 
 

15 

    

12     

5     

18 
 

12 

    

14     

12     

204     
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Assessment 

L:   Phase 5 graphemes for reading    Known 
 
 

M:  blending for reading                   Real words 
 

Nonsense words 
 

Alternative spellings  

N:  read Phase 5 tricky words 

O:  write Phase 4 tricky words 

P:   reading alternative pronunciations for 
graphemes 

Q:  write phase 5 tricky words 

Total Score Score 
& Date 

Score 
& Date 

Score 
& Date 

Score 
& Date 

26 
 
 

    

18 
 

18 
 

5 

    

9     

15     

20     

15     

Total  125     

Carry forward from page 1 204     

GRAND TOTAL 329     
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PHONICS ASSESSMENT - Letters & Sounds 

One tick - knows the sound.  Two ticks - can read it at speed 

Assessment A:  Oral sound blending 

Say the pure sounds without showing the word.   
Ask the child to say the word 

Assessment B:  Sounds Set 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Total known      /23 

Total known      /20 
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Assessment C:  Oral sound blending 

Ask the child to read these words on sight 

total       /10 

total       /10 

total       /10 

Assessment D:  Read tricky words 

Ask the child to sound out, blend and say the whole word 

total       /5 
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Assessment E:  Sounds Set 6 & 7 + graphemes 

Sample words 

Total known      /29 
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Assessment F:  Oral sound blending 

Before using this assessment, check the children can read the sounds in  
Assessment F at speed.   Ask the child to sound out, blend and say the whole word. 

total       /15 

Nonsense words 

total       /15 

Assessment G:  Read tricky words 

Ask the child to read these words on sight 

total       /12 
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Assessment H:  Spell tricky words 

Ask the child to spell these words using magnetic letters if preferred 

the to I no go 

Assessment I:  blend and read words containing adjacent 
consonants 

total       /18 

Ask the child to sound out, blend and say the whole word. 
 
Real words 

Nonsense words 

total       /12 

total       /5 
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Assessment J:  Read tricky words 
Ask the child to read these words on sight 

Assessment K:  Spell tricky words 

Ask the child to spell these words using magnetic letters if preferred 

total       /14 

total       /12 
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Assessment L:  Phase 5 graphemes for reading 

known       /26 
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Assessment M:  Blending for reading 

Ask the child to sound out, blend and say the whole word. 
Real words 

total       /18 

Nonsense words 

total       
/18 

 
total 

       
      /5 
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Assessment N:  Read phase 5 tricky words 

Assessment O:  write phase 4 tricky words 

Assessment P:  reading alternative pronunciations for graphemes 

total       /9 

total       /15 

total       /20 
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Assessment Q:  write phase 5 tricky words 

total       /15 
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By the end of Phase 2 children should: 
• Give  the sound when shown any phase 2 phoneme/letter 
• Find any phase 2 letter, from a display, when given the sound 
• Be able to orally blend and segment CVC words 
• Be able to blend and segment in order to read and spell (using magnetic letters) 

VC words such as if, am, on, up and made up words such as ip, ug and ock 
• Be able to read the five tricky words the, to, I, no, Go 
 
To be secure in this phase a score of more than 90 is required. 
 
 

By the end of Phase 1 children will have experienced a wealth of listening activi-
ties including songs, rhymes and stories.  They will be able to distinguish between 
speech sounds and many will be able to blend and segment words orally.  Some will 
also be able to recognise spoken words that rhyme and will be able to provide a 
strong of rhyming words but inability to do this does not prevent moving on to Phase 
2 as these speaking and listening activities continue. 
 
To be secure in this phase a score of 10-20 points is required. 
 
 

By the end of Phase 3 children should: 
• Give  the sound when shown all or most phase 2 and Phase 3 letters/graphemes 
• Find all or most Phase 2 and Phase 3 graphemes, from a display, when given the 

sound 
• Be able to blend and read CVC words (consisting of Phase 2 and Phase 3 graph-

emes) 
• Be able to read the tricky words he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, 

are 
• Be able to spell the tricky words the, to, I, no, go 
 
To be secure in this phase a score of more than 190 is required 

Progress check and score indicator for each 
phase 
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By the end of Phase 4 children should: 
• Give the sound when shown any Phase 2 and Phase 3 Grapheme 
• Be able to blend and read words containing adjacent consonants 
• Be able to read the tricky words some, one, said, come, do, so, were, when, 

have, there, out, like, little, what 
• Be able to spell the tricky words he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, 

are 
• Write each letter usually correctly 
 
 
To be secure in this phase a score of more than 230 is required 

By the end of Phase 5 children should: 
• Give the sound when shown any grapheme that has been taught 
• For any given sound write the common graphemes 
• Apply phonic knowledge and skill as the prime approach to reading and spelling 

unfamiliar words that are not completely decodable 
• Read and spell phonically decodable 2 syllable and 3 syllable words 
• Read automatically all the words in the list of 100 high frequency words 
• Accurately spell most of the words in the 100 high frequency words 
• Form each letter correctly 


